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THIS DISCOURSE would not have been offered to the 


Public, but in Compliance with the Requeſt, conveyed to 
Me in the following Note: 


REVEREND SIR, 


HE Satisfaction, which Your W on Eaſter- Monday 
afforded Your Hearers, has induced ſome of Them, and 
among ft Thoſe Your Anonymous Well-Wiſher, to de fire to ſee 
it in Print; as He is perſuaded it will do You Credit, and, 
what is of more Conſequence, throw new Light upon that im— 


portant Doctrine, the Reſurrection. While the Enemies of our 


Faith are ever infuſing their Poiſon of Scepticiſm into the Minds 
of the Unwary, We ſbould not be too backward in RR 


to furniſh incautious Youth with an Antidote. 


I am, 
REVEREND STR, 


7 aur very 1 Servant, 


PHILALETHES. 


AM encouraged to hope, that a Requeſt, inti- 

mated in this Manner, will be admitted as an Apo- 
logy for the preſent Publication: And I am indeed 
the more inclined to flatter myſelf that it will ſtand 


as a ſuthcient Excuſe, becauſe an Obedience to this 
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Ade was the only Way left, of ſhewing the 
Senſe I entertained of His and Their Favor, who 
have done me the Honour to make it. To All Thoſe, 


who may have taken favorable Notice of this Diſ- 
courſe, it is therefore, with much grateful Defe- 


rence, preſented : With the Aſſurance, that I ſhall 
always think myſelf very happy if I can obtain Their 
Approbation by the Endeavour to deſerve it. 


I am, 


With much Reſped, 


Their very humble Servant, 


ROBERT HOLMES. 
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PHILIPP. Chap. iii. Ver. 21. 


Wyo $HALL CHANGE OUR VILE BODY, THAT IT MAY 


BE FASHIONED LIKE UNTO HIS GLORIOUS Bop. 


N theſe Words, St. Paul ſeems to refer as folly and diſ- 
tinctly to the Reſurrection, as in any Paſſage of His Epiſ- 
tles: They are declaratory, not only of a Reſurrection 
from the Dead, but alſo of a Reſurrection of the Body. Al- 
though theſe Terms may be conſidered by Many as equivalent, 


yet Some have endeavoured to eſtabliſh a material Diſtinction 
between Them, and have accordingly defended the Notion of 
a Reſurrection from the Dead, independent of the conſtituent 


Fact, a Reſurrection of the Body. But theſe Words ſeem to 
contradict their Theory, and a particular Enquiry into their 
Meaning may poſſibly afford ſome clear Inſight into the Nature 


of E great Truth, to which they are ſuppoſed to relate. 


New the Faſbion of Chriſt's glorious Body, if It be made the 
Standard of that Glory, which ſhall be impreſſed on the Perſon 
of Man by the Change of his vile Body, muſt be, it ſhould ſeem, 
the Faſhion of Chriſt's raiſed Body. But Conſequences can never 
be true, if Premiſes are falſe: We cannot reſemble the Body of 


Chris Reſurrection, if Chriſt be not riſen - for if He be not 


riſen, then is there no Ręſurrection. Theſe two Points, therefore, 


demand properly ſome Reflections, introductory to that Appli- 


A cation, 
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cation, for which, probably, the Apoſtle intended the Words 
of the Text. 


AccoRDING to a common Remark, the Credibility of the 
whole Chriſtian Scheme turns upon the Certainty of CHriſt's 
Reſurrection. That we find this Miracle confirmed with 


| ſtronger Evidence, than any other, therefore ſeems not the Effect 


of Accident; and the Appearance there is, that the Provi- 
dence of God has been particularly vigilant in this Reſpect, 
may be received, in the Judgment of a Few, as no weak 
Argument in Support of the Fact. 


THERE are two Ways of eſtabliſhing the Credibility of 
Facts ; either by demonſtrating the Strength of that Teſti- 
mony, which is produced in their Favour, or by ſhewing the 


_ Weakneſs of thoſe Arguments, which are inſiſted on with a 


View to impeach their Credit. At preſent ſome ſhort Uſe will 


be made of both theſe Methods. 


Ir muſt be admitted, even by Unbelievers, that the Indi- 


vidual Perſon, whom Chr:i/tians diſtinguiſh by the Titles of 


God and Saviour, was really put to Death, and, after His Suf- 
fering, that His Body was openly depoſited in the Tomb. 
They will alſo grant, what it is indeed againſt their Cauſe to 
deny, that every human Precaution was taken to make his 
Sepulchre ſure. All theſe Things happen'd, at a Time, when 
Jeruſalem was filled with a Crowd of Worſhippers, aſſembled 
for the Purpoſe of celebrating the Paſſover. It was neverthe- 
leſs boldly aflerted by a Few, that this ſame Perſon was returned 


to Life, and that He ſbewed himſelf openly among Men, confirm- 
ing the Fact of His Reſurrection by every poſſible Evidence. 


Tuls appears to be a fair State of the Point, in Support of 
which, no other Conceſſions, but theſe, are ſuppoſed to be 
neceſlary. 


"© 
neceſſary, For thoſe Proofs, which are yet wanting, we are 
content to depend upon the Teſtimony of Thoſe Men, who 


declare that They ſeverally ſaw and heard Him, after He was 


riſen, and were continually favored with the moſt palpable 
Aſſurances of His Return to Life. 


AMoNG the Chief of Theſe, may be reckoned that Apoſ- 


tle, upon Whom, as upon a Rock, the Church of Chri/t ſhould 
be built. He was the moſt zealous of Thoſe, who firſt aſſerted 


their Lord's Reſurrection. He had made an early Viſit to the 


Sepulchre, and upon flooping down, and ſeeing the Linen clothes 


lying, without finding the Body, we read that He departed, 
wondering in himſelf. If He had embarked in any Scheme of 
Fraud, He needed not to repair to the Sepulchre for Intelli- 


gence; and if any ſuch Deſign had been adopted, and carried 


into Execution, by the Diſciples, it was ſurely aſtoniſhing, 


that the Principal among Them ſhould be unacquainted either 
with their Scheme, or their Succeſs. 


THERE appears then no Danger in reſting the Whole on 


this ſingle Point --- it is enough if Saint Peter uniformly per- 
ſiſted to aſſert his Maſter's Reſurrection. There could be no 


Room either for Credulity, on the One Hand, or Fraud, on 
the Other : What He had perſonally ſeen, depended upon a 
Species of Evidence, neceſſarily exempt from the Danger of 
Miſfinformation. We muſt take His Senſes for our Vouchers, 
and ſhall, it is apprehended, feel ourſelves obliged to believe 


their Report. 


No Point is herein taken for granted, which it is conceived 


eaſy to deny. The Matter, aſſerted by this Apoſtle, was not 


any Effect, dependent on the Operation of his Underſtand- 


ing-— if it had been, He might, it muſt be confeſſed, judge 


improperly --- He might have been deceived. But it was 


an Object of his outward Senſes, a poſitive and perſpicuous 


A 2 Fact. 
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Fact. It was not the doubtful Reſult of Inference or Argu- 


ment---He had no Alternative; whether He was credulous 


or obſtinate, He muſt believe it. 


NoTHING more then ſeems to be wanted, than the Aſſurance 


that He was ſincere, and that He had really ſeen, that which 


He ſo ſtrenuouſly aſſerted. The Experience of all Thoſe, who 
declared the Reſurrection of Chriſt, had been ſufficient to con- 
vince them, that the Prejudices of their Countrymen were 


highly unfavorable to their Story. The Miniſtry of their 


Maſter had, even before their own Eyes, ſubjected Him to a 


_ cruel Death, which they were All even afraid to behold, and 


much more to ſhare. From the Example of their Lord, they 
muſt expect the like ſanguinary Perſecution, if They ſhould 


dare to aſſert His Reſurrection, The bare Apprehenſion of 


Suffering had driven Them All into Flight, and had induced 


St. Peter to deny his Maſter in the moſt violent Terms of 


Abjuration. And this Apoſtle was afterwards particularly 
aſſured, by the expreſs Prediction of his Maſter, that an 
Avowal of the Truth, would expoſe him to the Pains of a 


bitter Death. When He gave forth his Teſtimony, under 
ſuch Apprehenſion, it might be faid, ſuch Certainty of Suf- 


fering, as this, His Sincerity can hardly be queſtioned. Since 


very few will lay down their lives, even for the Truth, it muſt 


be unreaſonable to imagine, that St. Peter would ſtruggle with 


thoſe very Fears, which had ſo lately ſubdued Him, and brave 


that Death, from which He had fled before, in Support of a 


wilful and deliberate Falſhood. 


Ir is not intended to infer, that the Sufferings of St. Peter, 
and of the other Diſciples, are alone ſufficient Proofs of the 
Truth of their Story: But they ſeem to prove one Thing un- 
queſtionably, that the Diſciples were ſincere, and that They 
meant to aſſert no more than the Truth; and then, if the 
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„ 
Fact, which They reported, depended on their Senſes, which 
could not, in the preſent Inſtance, be eaſily miſled, it appears 
not unfair to conclude, that Their Report is true. -Theſe 


few Remarks appear ſufficiently ſtrong to eſtabliſh theſe three 
Poſitions : That if St. Peter and the Diſciples converſed with 


Chriſt after His Death, they could not be miſtaken in His 


Identity --- and, that it was Their own firm Belief, that they 


had converſed with Him after His Death---and therefore, that 


Chr: Ca did really riſe from the Dead. 


Tur Deduction, thus briefly inſiſted on, and eſtabliſhed by 


Many much more ably, preſſes with too much Force upon | 


the Mind to be eafily reſiſted. When direct Contradiction could 


hardly be ventured upon, this Inference has been aſſailed 


at a Diſtance, and Attempts have been made to weaken its 


Credit, by Reſources drawn from Philoſophical Theory. 


Since the Reſtoration of a dead Body to Life contradicts the 


poſitive Laws of Nature, an unanſwerable Objection, as ſome 


imagine, ſtands in the Way. The general and regular Tenor 


Of Nature's Operations, in reſpect of the Dead, will overthrow 
the Credibility of any Fact, that contradicts it, if ſupported 


only by human Teſtimony. This is indeed a formidable Ob- 
jection, and tears up all our Evidence by the Roots. But, if a 
Reſurrection of Chriſt's Body, as breaking the Regularity of 
Nature, is therefore incredible, ſo is alſo the raiſing of the 


Widow's Son by Elijab, and of the Shunamite's Child by 


Elfba. Theſe Miracles were wrought by the Power of God, 
upon the Prayer of Men, who were received as Prophets by 


the Fews themſelves. If then God interfered to prove the 
heavenly Miſſion of Eliſab and Eliſba, by recalling a dead 
body to Life at Their Requeſt, there can be no great Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, He would not work the like Miracle, to eſtabliſh the 


Credit of any other Prophet, whom it might pleaſe Him to 
ſend into the World. No Evidence then againſt ſuch a Fact 


can 
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can be fairly drawn from the Courſe of Nature in reſpe& of 
the Dead ; the remaining Queſtion will be ſimply, whether 


the Fact aſſerted be falſe or true. 


Tris Anſwer may perhaps have ſome Weight with the 


Few, who might determine, at all Adventures, to retain his 


Acknowledgment of the Prophets. But modern Unbelievers 
are not ſo eaſy. To Them it may be anſwered, that the general 
Regularity of Nature, in all her Operations concerning the 


Dead, and this Inſtance of Departure from her Laws, are 


alike the Objects of human Senſes. Men ſee and know that 
the Dead paſſively poſſeſs their Graves; Men alſo have ſeen 
and known, that Jeſus Chriſt returned from Death to Life. 


Human Evidence is admitted as concluſive in Support of the 


Firſt Propoſition, but it is refuſed in Proof of the Second. 


But, ſince the Experience of any Individual, during his own 


ſhort Abode upon Earth, carries very little Evidence, that the 
Courſe of Nature, in reſpect of the Dead, was always as un- 
changeable, as He has ſeen it; to conclude that a Reſurrection 


never happened, becauſe it has not fallen under his Obſer- 
vation, ſeems n unfair. 


Wen Articles of Faith become the Objects of Enquiry, it 
is the Duty of each Chriſtian to declare upon what Proofs 
he is a Believer, and to offer thus a Reaſon for his own Faith. 
What has been now urged, appears to me ſufficient to awaken 


all, who do not endeavour to ſhut their Eyes againſt Scriptural 
Light. 


Tukkk is no Reaſon therefore to inſiſt upon many other 
Points, that meet us at our firſt View of the Queſtion. It is 
enough to obſerve upon the venal Teſtimony of the Sleeping 
Band, that they have omitted one Point of Evidence to finiſh 
their ſtory. They ſhould have teſtified, (and they were full as 

good 


LET 
good Witneſſes of this Fact as of the other) that the Diſciples, 
who had ſtolen the Remains of their Maſter, compleated the 
Cheat, by re-animating His Body. For want of this one 
material Point, they have unfortunately left it to be con- 
cluded, that, although the Sepulchre was robbed by the Hand 


of Man, yet the Body of Chriſt, thus forcibly carried away, 
was raiſed again into Life by the Hand of God. 


Ix then, as Chriſtians preſume, the Body of their Saviour, 
was raiſed from the Dead, they have a well-founded Right to 
expect the Conſequences of His Reſurrection. Every Page of 
that Holy Book, in which the great Worker of this Miracle, 
| hath convey'd his Promiſes to the Sons of Men, will afford to 
all ſincere Enquirers, a clear Conception of thoſe Advantages, 
which they ſhall hereafter enjoy, as the Effects of It. They 
will ſoon feel their Minds inflamed with the higheſt Warmth 
of Affection; They will break out, with Saint Peter, in that 
rapturous Exclamation excited by this animating Subject, 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, 
according to His abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again unto a 


lively Hope, by the Reſurredion of Chriſt from the Dead, to an 


Inheritance incorruptible. But the Bleſſings, the lively Hope of 
Which is fo tranſporting, are not Natives of this cold World. 

Our preſent corruptible Inheritance, this owe v rarer eus, 
ſhall therefore be ſucceeded by an incorruptible State, that ſo, 
as in the firſt Adam All die, in the ſecond Adam, in like Man- 
ner, Al] ſhould be made alive. 


In Truth, there appears, on either Side, whether the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt be admitted or denied, little Neceſſity to 
bring Evidence in Support of the Conſequence. The Minds 
of thoſe, who have ſubmitted to the Credibility of the lead- 
ing Fact, will hardly entertain an Objection to the Admiſſion 
of the Inference, the Reſurrection of the Dead: And they, 
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who deny the principal Point, will never be perſuaded to bear 
the Concluſion. Believers will readily be convinced, that, if 
Chriſt be indeed the Firſt Fruits of them that ſleep, the whole 
Harveſt ſhall, in like Manner, be conſecrated - They will be 
aſſured, that He cannot properly be ſtiled the Firſt Fruits of 


thoſe Things, which ſhall not be made like Him. They will 
be confident, that, as They are buried with Him now in the 


Likeneſs of his Death, They ſhall alſo be raiſed with Him 
hereafter in the Likeneſs of His Reſurrection: and becauſe Fleſh 
and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, that therefore ne- 


ceſſarily, thoſe that fleep in Jeſus, ſhall God bring with him. 


THrrsz few Reflections, tending to vindicate the Doctrine of 
our Lord's Reſurrection, and our own, are occaſioned by the looſe 


and general Interpretation of St. Paul's Words, which ſtand at 


the Head of this Diſcourſe. But if they are only thus generally 
explained, it is not improbable that they will be deſpoiled of 


their moſt important Meaning. I proceed therefore to Re- 
mark on them with another View, and to enquire more parti- 


cularly, what may be their genuine Application. In the 
Senſe, hitherto aſſigned to them, I have been ſheltered by 
many and great Authorities, but in that, which will follow, 
if a Miſtake is made, I ſhall, it is to be feared, have the 


Mortification to err alone. 


Tu literal Conſtruction of St. Paul's Words would run 
thus: Who ſhall transfigure the Body of our Humiliation, that 
it may become conformal to the Body of His Glory. 


Ar firſt View, this may perhaps appear no material Varia- 
tion from the Tenor of the common Tranſlation ; and, by a 
Figure, much in Uſe among the Sacred Writers, the uſual 


| Verſion might be defended. But there is perhaps ſome Reaſon 


to imagine, that the Interpretation, now offered, either ſaves, 
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or conveys more ſtrongly, the Spirit and Application of this 


animated Paſſage, which the Admiſſion of the Figure might, 
it is probable, obſcure or impair. For indeed, the ſtriking 


Contraſt between the Body of our Humiliation, and the Body of 


His Glory, requires to be accurately and diſtinctly marked. 


 Wurar the Body of our Humiliation 1s, what are the Proper- 


ties and Nature of it, may be eaſily diſcovered : But what is 
the Body of His Glory, what is the Character and Faſhion of 


it, is not ſo obvious. 


IT would be ſcarcely reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this great 
Apoſtle would direct the Eyes of his Philippian Converts 
to a Standard, of which they were not able to form ſome 
Idea: He would hardly offer to their Minds a Compariſon of 
two Things, unleſs it had been in their Power to acquire ſome 
previous Knowledge of both. But they, and all ſucceeding 


Chriſtians, enjoy alike the Liberty of drawing Information, in 


this Reſpe&, from the ſame pure Source. To Their Senſes 


and to Our own, the Body of Chriſt's Glory hath appeared 


the keen Eye of Faith 4 followed Him into the Mount of 
Viſion, and beheld Him there transfigured. 


Ir is not improbable then, that theſe two Facts may be 
nearly allied. An Enquiry into this Alliance may throw Light 
on the Queſtion of the Reſurrection: And by preſenting us 
with ſome material Truths, concerning the Nature of that 
Miracle, may poſſibly induce a Perſuaſion, that the Reference 
of the Transfiguration to It is natural ang pertinent. 


Bur before any Inferences are made from that Relation, 
now ſaid to ſubſiſt between theſe two Facts, it is fit to 
mention here ſome of the Reaſons which may be offered in 


Support of it. 
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ST. Matthew informs us, that Jeſus took Peter, James, and 
John his Brother, and brought them up into an bigh Mountain 
apart, and was transfigured before them, and His Face did ſhine 
as the Sun, and His Raiment was white as the Light---and behold l. 
there appeared unto them Moſes and Elias talking with Him. It 
is added below, A bright Cloud overſhadowed them, and behold ! 
a Voice out of the Cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved, Son. 


ST. Mark's Account contains no material Difference; that, 


given to us by St. Luke, in ſome Reſpects, is more full and 
particular. We learn from Him, that Moſes and Elias ſtood 
aoberns iv Oben, and that Peter, and They, that were with Him, 


Jaw His Glery, ce TVv AOZAN avts, namely, of Chriſt: And 


from the glorious Colours in which the Son of God was ex- 


hibited in this great Viſion, it might. be, with the moſt em- 


phatical Propriety, denominated by St. Luke, His Glory, 1 AOZA 
eurs. And by equivalent Terms, one of the Diſciples, who 
was preſent in the Mount, refers to it, where he ſays, ſpeak- 
ing plurally of himſelf, reTa4 yur; vis k MEDAAEIOTH= 
TOE — and, as he proceeds, he adopts the very Expreſſion uſed 
by St. Luke: aabar yap, he adds, ſpeaking of Chr: ift, age Oe 
Tlarpos TIMHN 95 AOZAN, Ons eye eie GUT rod vd THS e νν 
Norge bens. | 


FRoM theſe Forms of Expreſſion, in which a Word, convey- 
ing a particular Deſcription, ſo forcibly recurs, it ſeems not un- 
likely that the Words of St. Paul, owpa vis AOZHE any, carry 


in them an elevated Senſe, to which the common Conſtruction, 
His glorious Body, is inadequate, even if the ſtrong and re- 


markable Antitheſis, before noted, between Twreatws 1pecoy and 
Ns avrs, although containing no particular Reference, did 
not of itſelf demand a more diſtin& Notice. 


Bur, 


„ 


Bur, that the Verſion of the Paſſage ought faithfully to pre- 


ſerve this Reference, will perhaps be concluded more ſtrongly, 
from the Reaſons which further appear in Support of the Re- 


lation, aſſerted to ſubſiſt between the two Miracles in Queſtion. 


Ir ſeems probable, that Chrit did not clearly reveal His 
Reſurrection to the Diſciples till after the Viſion. St. Mark 
repreſents the Apoſtles, when their Maſter mentioned His 


Reſurrection, as queſtioning one with another what the riſing from 


the Dead ſhould mean. But when the Transfiguration had 


taken Place, Chriſt proceeded to give public Afurance not 


only of His Death, but alſo of His Reſurrection from the 
Dead: And St. Matthew and St. Mar#, almoſt immediately 


after their Deſcription of the Scene in the Mount, expreſsly 


inform us, that He began to preach His riſing from the Dead. 


Wren our Lord, before the Transfiguration, had caſually 
- hinted that He ſhould be Killed, and that He ſhould be 
raiſed again, Be it. far from thee, Lord, ſaid St. Peter; perhaps 


imagining, that to ſuffer and to die were Circumſtances, 
degrading to his Maſter. But the Viſion in the Mount, to 


which He was, very ſoon after, admitted, gave Him the 

fulleſt Demonſtration, how the Suffering of Chr? ſhould be 
made compatible with His Dignity. On the Mount he had 
the Opportunity of hearing Moſes and Ehas, ſpeaking of His 
Deceaſe, Ti ESodo aurs, at the Mention of which he had taken 


Offence --- and alſo of ſeeing his Maſter cloathed with that 
Glory, which, in his erroneous Idea, would be deſtroyed by 


His Suffering. Thus, according to this Interpretation, the 
Two Points, on which our Lord had diſcourſed, that Chi 


ſhould be #ilkd, and be raiſed again, were at once fully re- 
vealed to this offended Diſciple, the former, by the Conver- 
fation of the Two Perſons, who appeared in Glory with Him; 
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the latter, by he Body of Gly, which he ow then impreſſed 
upon the Perſon of Chr: ft. 


Tunes few Circumſtances plead, perhaps ſtrongly, in Favor 
of a Connection between this Viſion and the Reſurrection. 
But this imagined Connection ſeems very much ſupported by 
the expreſs Injunction of our Lord, Zell the Viſion to no Man, 


until the Son of Man be riſen again from the Dead. 


Tris Reſtriction is repeated by St. Mark; and St. Luke 
obſerves, that they kept it choſe, and told no Man, in thoſe 
Days, any of thoſe Things, which they had ſeen. The Silence, 
which they were directed to obſerve in thoſe Days, expired at 


a Time, when it became 1 improper not to declare openly what 


Things they had ſeen. For it ſeems, that the Prohibition to 
relate them, until the Son of Man were riſen from the Dead, 
carried in it ſomething very like a Command to reveal them, 
when He ſhould be riſen: And why an Account of the 


Transfiguration would come with more Propriety after, than 


before, the Reſurrection, is difficult to ſay, unleſs to tell the 
Viſion before the Reſurrection, were to make it precede that 
Fact, with which it was connected, and to which perhaps it 
was deſigned to apply. --- Theſe Reaſons, ſtrengthened, as they 
may perhaps appear, by what will follow, lead me to imagine 
that to explain the Reſurrection by the Transfiguration, will 
be to refer that Viſion to One of the rene. for which it 


| was intended. 


Bur it is time to point out ſome Conſequences of that Ap- 
plication, which has been thus defended. We will ſup- 
poſe then that Point admitted, with which this Diſcourſe be- 
gan, the Reſurrefion of our Lord---let the Conſequence of it, 
our own Reęſurrection, be taken as granted alſo; then imme- 
diately follows the wy important Queſtion, How are the 

Dead 


1 


Dead raiſed up, and with what Body do they come? That they 
are raiſed at all, the antient Sadducees denied: But by modern 
Objectors another Courſe has been taken. The Reſurrection 


of the Body has been admitted, but made to ſuit a Philo- 


ſophical Maxim, that the ſame Man may ſubſiſt, without the 
Re- union of the ſame Body to the ſame Soul. The firſt Ob- 
jection, that there is no Reſurrection at all, may be left with- 
out Notice, there being little Probability that it will be ad- 
mitted by Many, or, at leaſt, openly avowed. But the laſt 
Objection is pointed with much ſubtlety, and muſt be ob- 
viated before the Remarks to be offered on the SCene in 
the Mount» can have any Weight. 


Ir cannot be denied, that the human Body dies, and that it 
_ fees Corruption; ; and, if there be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
that it cannot conſiſt in any thing, but the Reſcue of that hu- 
man Body from Corruption. To fancy, with ſome, the Re- 
ſurrection of an alien unburied Body, would be to admit an 
Abſurdity, ſuch as muſt be implied in a Contradiction of 
Terms. The Credibility of the Reſurrection muſt therefore 
not be admitted imperfectly, without an Inſult to common 
Reaſon. It is either abſolutely falſe, or poſitively true in the 

utmoſt Latitude: Either God will not interpoſe at all to work 
this Miracle, or, that ſame mouldering Subſtance, aft bound 
by Death in the Grave, ſhall Hear His Voice and come forth. 


A RESURRECTION of this Sort, and with ſuch Circum- 


ſtances as theſe, is referred to by the Prophets in their uſual 


exalted Language: Your Heart ſhall rejoice, and your Bones 


« ſhall flouriſh, like an Herb, faith Iſaiah, and the Hand of the 
% Lord ſhall be known towards his Servants.” Ezekiel ſpeaks 


more plainly---that in the Spirit of the Lord, he ſaw à valley 


Full of” Bones, and there was a Noiſe, and behold! a ſhaking, 


and the Bones came together, Bone to his Bone, the Sine us and 
the 
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( 14 ) 
the Fleſh came upon them, and the Skin covered them above, and 


their Breath came into them, and they lived, and ſtood upon 
their Feet. The Reſurrection of the Body, and of the ſame 


Body, ſeem then to be Ideas, that do not admit of a Pn 
Separation. 


Bur this Difficulty will hamper ſome Philoſophical Prin- 
ciples, of which Many have been ſcrupulouſly tenacious. 
Attempts have therefore been made, either to remove, or 
cut through it. If it be indeed true, as Some inſinuate, 


. that the Conſciouſneſs of the Soul, which inhabits the Body, 
is a ſufficient Conſtituent of Sameneſs, then, even upon this 


venturous Principle, a Reſurrection cannot be made out, 
unleſs the Soul itſelf be mortal, which Few will be hatdy 
enough to affirm. They, who take ſuch Conſciouſnefs as 

Proof of Identity, might, it ſhould ſeem, not unſucceſsfully 


repair to the illuſtrious Heathen of Samos for better Infor- 


mation; even his Error would, ſo far, inſtruct them. He 


would tell them, that although his Soul, had retained her 
_ Conſciouſneſs, under three ſucceſſive Bodies, yet that he elt, 


and nommally diſtinguiſhed himſelf, as a different Perſon under 
them all. Identity of Man can never be preſerved, unleſs by 
retaining that Union of Matter and Spirit, of Body and Soul, 

which always enter into the Compoſition of human Nature. 
And until we learn, how to ſeparate Subſtances without break- 


Ing their Union, we ſhall be obliged, if we admit a Reſurrec- 


tion at all, to expect the Re-union of that compound Sub- 
ſiſtence which muſt form the Identity of Man. 


Bur here an Objection ſtands in the Way, which by Some 


has been ſtrongly enforced. The changeful and corruptible 


Body of Man, when by Death ſubjected to the loweſt State of 


Corruption, paſſes rapidly into numberleſs, and perhaps ſtill 


more periſhable, Atoms, till — having been continually 


hurried 


Ws. OP 
hurried through various Stages of Conſiſtence, are at length 
confounded in an Abyſs of Matter, or totally evaporated. But 


to ſuch Objectors, the Voice of Reaſon will cry, Silence and 


Shame ! --- Who- dares affirm, that God will not, or if He 
will, that He cannot; exert as much Power in reſtoring, as 


He doth daily ſhew, in preſerving, the Identity of Man ? For 


It: ought not to be forgotten, that, in a tranſitory and periſh- 


able Being, ſuch as is that of Man, never, as Holy Writ em- 
phatically deſcribes Him, continuing in one Stay, his Identity 


can in no wiſe be made out upon philofophical, that is, upon 


abſolute and perfect Principles. And yet, the Common Senſe 
of Mankind offers no Objection to the Identity of Man, while 
He lives, and holds out in his own Perſon a ftriking 


Confutation of that Idea, upon which Some have ventured 
to define it. An humble Mind might acquieſce in a nega- 


tive Notion of Identity, becauſe, as it ſeems, in a fading 
State, and in reſpect of a frail Being, who dies daily, none 


of a poſitive Kind can be formed. Quod non eft aliud, eft idem, 


may very poſſibly be a ſafe Maxim, and ſuch as will conduct an 
Enquirer into the Nature of the Reſurrection, as far as human 


Underſtanding can penetrate. 


ALL theſe Obſervations, and many more to the like Pur- 


poſe, will be ſtrongly confirmed, if that Application of St: 


Paul's Words, of which it remains to ſpeak more particu- 


larly, be well founded. 


Tur Text ſets forth, that in Conſequence of that Power, 
which ſhall transfigure, peragnuaria, the Body of our Humi- 


lation, a Likeneſs to Chriſt's Body of Glory ſhall be induced, 


and made to ſuperſede our former Faſhion, iuari & owpuales 


ie. We ſeem. obliged to infer from theſe Words, that 


Chriſt's Body of Glory is the Archetype, to which our raiſed, 
and therefore transigured Body ſhall be conformed. But if, 


as 
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as the Scripture every where teaches, Our Bodies ſhall again 


live, only in Conſequence of the Miracle, that Chriſt's Body 
was previouſly raiſed, it will with Reaſon be expected, that 
the raiſed Body of Man, ſhould, as before obſerved, be the 
Likeneſs of the raiſed Body of Chriſt. Was therefore, it will 
now be aſked, the raiſed Body of Chrift, the Body of His 
Ghry? This Queſtion is in this Place fo very important, that 
it demands a direct anſwer. The Body, which our Lord carried 
back into Life, was that, which He had borne about before 


His Death, and was the ſame in which He had been Zransfi- 
gured --- it was indeed His Body, but naked, and ſtript of 
Glory. For the Fact of His Identity was fo very material, that 


it alone required abſolute Demonſtration; and nothing could 


fully aſcertain it, but the moſt palpable Aſſurance. It was there- 
fore neceſſary, that CHriſt ſhould plainly ſhew Himſelf in Sub- 


ſtance, Nature, and Faſhion, the ſame Individual, which the 
Senſes of Men had always repreſented Him. For this Cauſe His 
Wounds were made to remain on His Body -- For this Cauſe 


He ſhewed Himſelf ſubject to His former Infirmities, as ſtill 
material and paſſible. He thankfully received from the Hands 


of his Diſciples, a Piece of a broiled Fiſh and an Honey-comb, 


and did eat before them. What could be the Conſequence of 
ſuch Exhibitions of Himſelf, but the Certainty, that he Lord 
was riſen indeed? But when He thus manifeſted Himſelf, 
for the Purpoſe of convincing the Apoſtles that He was riſen, 


what Marks or Impreſſions of Glory were then diſtinguiſhable 


on His Perſon? Having carried to the Grave , N 
did He then, when raiſed, appear to have brought back 


oi ef ING | ? 


Wuxx Mary ſaw Him i in the Garden, there was nothing 
about His Appearance, that did not Juſtify her in ng Him 


to be the Gardener ; She knew Him, as it ſeems, by His Voice. 
The two Dilciphes i in the Road ſaw nothing in His Perſon, but 


wane 


what would very well ſuit the Character of a Stranger at Je- 
ruſalem. They would aſſuredly have known Him, if their 


Eyes had not been Holden. Indeed, it was impoſſible for the 
keeneſt Senſes to diſcover a Difference, between what Chriſt 


then was, and what He had been---and therefore the End of 
His Continuance upon Earth, after His Reſurrection, was fully 


anſwered ; inconteſtible Evidence was thus given, that His 
Body was delivered from the Bonds of Death. But this Body 
of Chrift was only fo far glorious, as the Triumph over Death 


had made it, but it was not His Body of Glory, referred to in 


the Text. 


Sr. Medio informs us, that the Eleven Diſciples, proba- 
bly upon the Meflage delivered by the Women, who were re- 
turned from the Sepulchre, went up into a Mountain of Gali- 
lee, where Jeſus had appointed them ---1t may be to the very 


Scene, where He had been transfigured, and there they ſaw and 


worſhipped Him. There were three of the Number, who, if 
the Body of Chriſt, then exhibited to their Senſes, was not the 


ſame, which had been cloathed with Glory in the Mount, 


muſt be ſuppoſed capable of detecting the Difference. But 
there was indeed no Ditference---it is certain that Chrif did 
retain the ſame Body, although unadorned with that Faſhion of 


Ghry, with which they had ſeen it arrayed. The Diſciples, 


who had been favored with a Sight of His former Appearance 
in Glory, being at length aſſured of His Reſurrection from the 
Dead, were bound to fell the Yifion to their Brethren, who 
were now alſo become capable of underſtanding, and applying 


it properly. And from that Application a Syſtem of Evi- 
dence would ariſe, too ſtrong and decifive to be refiſted, and 


little Doubt would remain, either that'the Dead are raiſed up, 
or with what Body they do come. 
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WurN Chriſt led up the three Diſciples into the Mount, a 
perfect Knowledge of his Perſon and Faſhion was, no doubt, 
impreſſed on their Senſes --- the ſame Knowledge of him ſub- 
ſiſted, during the Continuance of the Viſion, and after it. It 
is evident, that they diſtinguiſhed their Maſter, from the Two, 
who appeared in the Mount with Him: it may be alſo not 
unfairly preſumed, that they diſtinguiſned the two Prophets 


from each other. If this Suppoſition be true, we ſeem obliged 


to confeſs, that in the Perſons of Them All, there remained 


that Portion of abſolute Identity, which was neceſſary to con- 


vince the Diſciples, even although their Earthly, by this Hea- 
venly overpowered, was heavy with Sleep, that the Three great 
Perſons, whom they ſaw, were the ſame, to whom the Titles 


of an, Moſes, and Elias, had been always ſeverally aſſigned. 


Acain: We row that the Faſhion of Chriſt's Countenance 
was changed, and that His Raiment became white as Snow. 
Not only His Raiment, but alſo His Features and Perſon, 
paſſed under an extraordinary Change. This Change, to 
the Senſes of the Beholders, was attended with ſuch ſplen- 
did Marks of Glory, that it wrought on them the moſt aweful 
Impreſſions, for they were ſore afraid. Theſe ſtrange Senſa- 
tions had not affected them, before the Commencement of 
the Viſion, and when the glorious Appearance ceaſed, the 
Effects, which it had wrought on them, expired too: 7hey 
looked round, and ſaw Jeſus ſtanding alone with themſelves, Their 
Senſes, from the Time of aſcending into the Mount, to the 
Inſtant of deſcending from it, had obſerved enough of their 


Maſter, to diſtinguiſh accurately the two ſeveral Changes made 


in Him, when he put on Glory, and when he laid that Glory 
down: And, even when Chriſt was cloathed with His Body of 
Glory, they hailed Him, Lord, and Maſter,” as knowing Him 


to be the ſame Perſon, whom they had always honoured with 


thoſe Titles.—The Concluſion in this Reſpect ſeems obvious, 
that 


$2 0 
that CHriſt's Form of Glory was aſſumed, and continued on His 
Perſon, without deſtroying His Identity : or in other Words, 


that even under a Change from bodily Humiliation to bodily 


Glory, He appeared ſubſtantially the Same. And we ought to 
conclude in like Manner of the Perſons of Moſes and Elia. 


 FuRTHER: It is poſſible, that the Difference of that Glory, 
which was ſtamped upon the Prophets, who ſtood with CHI 
in the Mount, might be ſufficiently ſtriking to diſtinguiſh theſe 


two merely human Perſons from the great One. But it does 


not appear that this Difference was ſo ſignal, as to affect, in any 
forcible and lively manner, the Senſes of the Diſciples. On 
the contrary, the Likeneſs between the three Appearances of 


Glory, induced St. Peter to form ſimilar Notions of them all : 


Let us build here three Tabernacles, one for Thee, one for Moſes, 


and one for Elias, intending, as it ſeems, to pay them all an equal 


Honor.---Here then, on this holy Mount, were exhibited to the 
Eyes of the Apoſtles, mere Men, like themſelves, wearing a glo- 


rified Form, like to that Faſhion of Glory, in which their Lord 
then appeared: They ſaw owpe tis rares aan, ſo ghoriouſly 


modified and transfigured, ele xh Se vey, eig 1 Yee Tvpe- 
4 O TEATL rig AOZHE ure. 


Once more: It ſhould be remembered, that One of the Two 
Prophets, who appeared in Glory on the Mount, had never 


ſeen Death---and as, in the Perſon of Mo/es, the buried Part of 


Mankind are repreſented under an aſſumed Body of Glory, fo 
alſo, in the Perſon of Elias, the like Repreſentation was made 
of thoſe, who ſhould he found alive, and remain unto Chriſt's 


Coming. In one Word; a Change from Humihation to Glory 


ſubſiſted in this Viſion, without deſtroying the perſonal Identity 
of Any, who ſubmitted to it : And this Change was the Copy 
of that Fans, Wen was ſeen in the Body of Chriſt's Glory; 

2 and 
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and it was exhibited in Perſons, who could ſeverally ſtand 
as the proper Repreſentatives of Men, quick and dead. 


AND, therefore, thus is the Reſurrection of the Dead---our 
Body 7 7s ſown a Natural Body, it is raiſed a Spiritual Body---1t is 


Jown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory---and, as we have borne, 


in our Body of Humiliation, the Image of the Earthy, we ſhall 


alſo bear, in the Body of our Glory, the Image of the Heavenly, 


'& inpans, of Him that is in Heaven, for Fleſh and — 


cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 


AND now all fair Objections to the Credibility of the Re- 


ſurrection ſeem to loſe much of their Weight. This great 


Viſion will inform Men, that it is very poſſible to the Hand 


of Omnipotence ſo to modify Matter, as to induce Change, 
without deſtroying Identity, and to preſerve the Sameneſs of a 
Body of Humiliation, even when it is transfigured to a Body of 


Glory. It is aſſerted by Thoſe, who maintain the Scriptural 
Idea of Reſurrection, that God has promiſed to repeat this 
Miracle: And if it be true, that God has made Promiſe of It, 
not to reſt ſatisfied in the Expectation that It ſhall again 
happen, muſt be the Conſequence of more Impiety than 


Weaknels. 


FROM what has been ſaid, there ſeems Reaſon to believe, 
that the Article of. the Chriſtian Church, aſſerting the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, that is, as it claims to be under- 


| ſtood, of the Same Body, is Scriptural, and therefore true. 


It ſeems moreover to reſult from the Compariſon, now made 
between theſe two important Facts, that it was One great End 
of the Transfiguration of CHriſt, to give ample Information in 


reſpect of the Reſurrection; and to prevent Miſtakes, which 


might be, and partly have been, made in that Point of Doc- 
trine, by Arguments drawn from that Body of Chr: N. 1 in which 
„ e 
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He appeared after His Reſurrection, which was not, truly and 


politively, His Body of Glory. 


AnD now, with what Pity will the Chriſtian Philoſopher 


look back upon the Sages of the Heathen World, hurried 


from one wild and fantaſtic Opinion to another, without 
finding any Point, on which even their own Minds could fix 
with Satisfaction? He will caſt a ſorrowful Retroſpect to 
thoſe Ages of Error, when the Exiſtence of God was doubted 
or denied, and Chance was ſet up in His Place, as a Being, 
competent to ſupport the World, perhaps even to Eternity. He 


will not wonder, that even the Nature of Man ſhould, in thoſe 


Days, be utterly unknown. But while he pities, he will, 
at the ſame Time, venerate thoſe Good Men, who attempted, 


in that Age of Ignorance, to correct and reform the Opinions 


of Mankind. They combated, he will obſerve, many po- 


pular Errors, and by diſperſing their own improved Syſtems, 
_ endeavoured to lead the Minds of Men to a better Conception 
of Moral and Phyſical Truth. But, in regard to Moral 


Truth, the Foundation, upon which they were obliged to 


build, was neceſſarily weak and inſecure. Inſtead of Cer- 


tainty and Conviction, which alone carry any deciſive Influ- 
ence, They could ſubſtitute only Probability and Conjecture. 
After the moſt extenſive and induſtrious Enquiry ; after having 


conſulted the Prieſts of Fgyßpt and other Countries, even the 


Samian Sage returned {till unable to comprehend the Nature 
of Man. In his Notions of the Soul, he was ſtrangely vi- 


ſionary; in Reſpect of the Body, he was utterly uninformed. 


Tux Body, it was certainly known, muſt die: Men lived, 


according to the Philoſophical Language of the Times, ©Yap- 


Tov Mh ww, It was then a very obvious Idea, that, 
after Death, the Body would be loſt for ever in the Maſs 
of that corruptibi. Matter, Which originally coir poked it, 
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Accordingly, as it appears, the Samian Philoſopher proceeded 
upon this Notion, and, after the Separation of the Soul from 
it, left the Body unregarded. He aſſigned the ſame Soul 
ſucceſſively to different Bodies by his fanciful Theory of 
Tranſmigration, which was adopted by Many of his Fol- 


lowers, and admitted, in Part, by the Phariſees in the Time 


of our Lord. Indeed a total Diſregard to the Body ſeems to 
be the Principle upon which this Doctrine was founded. 
And, if the Body, as he probably thought, had no better 
Concern in the Compoſition of human Nature, than to lend 


a Vehicle to the Soul in her temporal State, it was not indeed 
of any Conſequence, how many ſucceſſive Bodies the Soul ſhould, 


upon any Hypotheſis, be fancied to inhabit. It is true, that this 


Philoſopher held indeed the Doctrine of a future Life; and this 


ſame Idea was defended by none of his Followers more warm- 


ly, than it was by him, whom the Oracle pronounced Wiſeſt 
of Men. The moſt lofty Effuſions of His great Scholar, are 
nevertheleſs only Speculations on the Immortality of the Soul. 


Tux Meditations upon Death, which ſome antient Sages 
have left behind them, breathe indeed a Spirit and Energy, 


that may ſeem extraordinary for the Feelings of Heathens: 


but they appear to turn upon a very defective Principle. 
That Death will deliver Man from human Evil, is indeed no 


more than a negative Benefit; and that it will reſcue a free 
and heavenly Soul from the groſs Servitude, to which it is 


ſubjected by the Body, is indeed the Truth, although not the 
whole Truth. But their Footing muſt have been unſure, if 
they had ventured further. They were not authorized to con- 


template Death, as carrying the Soul to a better State of 


Being, when it might happily ſubſiſt in Union with the 
Body, purified from thoſe carnal Tendencies, which had hi- 


therto made it the Enemy of the Soul. This was a Scene, 


diſcoverable 


7. |», 


e 


ES. 
diſcoverable only by the enlightened Eye of Faith, and, of 
courſe, far above out of the Sight of Heathen Moraliſts. 


We are certain that the Reſurrection of Chriſt has cleared 
up all human Doubts, by making the two diſtant Periods, 


Now and Hereafter, to paſs under our View; and by exhi- 


biting to Man as clear a Proſpect of his Faſhion and Form 
under the latter of theſe Periods, as human Senſes enjoy 


under the former. 


Tur Chriſtian Sage may then take his Stand as upon a 


Rock, and contemplate the preſent and future Scene of 


Things with Calmneſs and Security. He has learned to 


look upon Death as friendly to Man; the End, but not the 


Misfortune, of human Nature. He will be vigilant in pre- 
ſerving that Intereſt, which is given Him in a better World: 


He will labour to maintain the Purity of his Soul, that it 
may be more highly prepared to reliſh the Sweet of heavenly 


Happineſs, and he will worſbip the Lord with an unpolluted 


| Body, that it may hereafter, with ſlighteſt Alteration, admit a 
_ glorified Form. ED 
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